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The theme of poverty.
In “The Jacket”, Gary Soto utilizes the concepts of symbolism to show characterization as well as advancement of the narrator. The author pays growing attention on a jacket to depict multiple meanings in the entire story. In this context, Soto uses a jacket to present the theme of poverty in his work. The jacket significantly depicts the narrator’s poverty-ridden family. At first, Soto shows presents an aspect of poverty when he captures the narrator complaining about the jacket. The narrator identified that “the jacket was so ugly and large that I knew I would have to keep it in use for long” (Soto, 2014).  This shows that the narrator lacks enough money to purchase additional jackets to supplement the original one. As seen in “The Jacket”, the narrator was not willing to fix the torn parts of his jacket so that he can indicate that his family is struggling in poverty.  They cannot afford some little penny for themselves. These examples are clear indications that the narrator’s family is stacked in poverty.
The theme of insecurity.
Insecurity is another evident theme in “The Jacket”.  Insecurity is well depicted in the narration when the narrator’s instructors as presented in paragraph seven, “no help, they looked his way and exclaimed about how stupid he appeared in his new Jacket” (Soto, 2014).  In this context, the narrator feels at risk with his assumptions that the instructors are discussing him with fun when they do not precisely understand whatever he is enduring. The theme of insecurity is also portrayed in the fact that the narrator is always upset when his schoolmates see with his sole jacket. He goes on assuming that they are discussing and laughing at him. This is evident when he says “say it louder “man that is ugly” I heard the gossip.” He feels that jacket is something that makes him out of places and that everybody does not want to be associated with him.
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